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Editor’s Note

The concept of the Indo-Pacific region has gained significant prominence in recent years, as it reflects
the evolving geopolitical dynamics in the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. This expansive framework,
which encompasses countries such as India, Australia, Japan, and the United States, among others, recognizes
the growing interconnectivity and interdependence of these regions. It is within this context that the interactions
between Russia and China in the Indo-Pacific have drawn attention, raising questions about the potential
implications for the established world order.

China's rise as a global power and its assertive actions in the region have caused concerns among
many countries, especially those who value a rules-based international order and open sea lanes for trade
and commerce. The United States, in particular, has sought to counterbalance China's influence by actively
engaging in the Indo-Pacific region and forging closer ties with countries like India, Japan, and Australia. This
strategic shift aims to uphold a free and open Indo-Pacific, promoting economic cooperation, maritime security,
and the rule of law.

Russia's involvement in the Indo-Pacific has been less pronounced than China's, but it has displayed an
increasing interest in the region. Russia, under President Vladimir Putin, has pursued a more assertive foreign
policy in recent years, seeking to expand its influence and challenge Western dominance. It has deepened
its strategic ties with China through the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and engaged in joint military
exercises, signaling a growing partnership between the two countries.

The evolving relationship between Russia and China in the Indo-Pacific region has significant
implications for the existing world order. The alignment of these two powerful nations raises concerns about the
potential formation of a new world order, challenging the traditional Western-led global order that has prevailed
since the end of the Cold War. It poses questions about the future of multilateralism, regional stability, and the
balance of power in the Indo-Pacific.

While Russia and China may share some common interests and objectives, their partnership is not
without challenges and divergences. Russia's historical concerns about China's demographic and economic
expansion in Siberia, as well as its own aspirations to be a regional power, may create tensions in the long
run. Additionally, the Indo-Pacific region comprises diverse countries with their own interests, which may not
necessarily align with those of Russia or China.

For the Indo-Pacific region and the world, the emergence of a new world order, driven by the dynamics
between Russia, China, and other regional powers, demands careful analysis and strategic responses. It
necessitates a balanced approach that addresses the legitimate concerns of all countries involved, upholds the
principles of international law, and promotes cooperation and dialogue.

In this evolving geopolitical landscape, it is essential for countries to navigate the changing dynamics
prudently. Open channels of communication, diplomatic engagement, and multilateral cooperation will be
crucial in managing potential tensions and fostering a stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. Only through
collective efforts and a commitment to the shared values of peace, cooperation, and respect for sovereignty can
the world effectively address the challenges and opportunities presented by the new world order taking shape
in the Indo-Pacific.

Debashis Chakrabarti
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