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Editorial Note

As we present Volume 4, Issue 2 of the International Journal of Politics and Media, we stand at a pivotal 
crossroads where communication, technology, governance, and civic space intersect with the pulsating rhythms 
of political life. This issue’s curated scholarship reflects a dynamic intellectual interrogation of how media and 
emerging technologies are reconfiguring the terrains of power, public opinion, and democratic practice around 
the world.

The opening article, “A Bibliometric Analysis of Language in Media and Politics: A Decade of Research” 
by Garima Dalal, sets a strong analytical foundation for the issue. By mapping the evolution of scholarly 
engagement with language as a political instrument, Dalal’s study reveals how discourse shapes and is shaped 
by media frames, ideological contestation, and policy debates. The article underscores that language in media 
is not merely communicative, it is performative, constitutive of political realities and power relations. This 
bibliometric lens helps us understand not only what has been studied but also points to promising avenues for 
future inquiry.

The connective tissue between technology and political communication takes centre stage in the co-
authored article by Amaresh Jha and Sanjeev Ratna Singh, “Artificial Intelligence in Political Communication: 
Algorithmic Governance, Sentiment Analysis, and Ethical Challenges in Digital Democracy”. Here, the 
authors chart the rapidly expanding influence of AI tools in shaping political messaging, citizen engagement, 
and democratic discourse. Their work provocatively raises questions about algorithmic transparency, ethical 
safeguards, and the potential for AI to both enhance and erode public trust. At a time when digital platforms 
mediate much of our political experience, this article is essential reading for scholars and practitioners alike.

In Akanksha Khaiba’s “Digital Financial Surveillance and the Shrinking Civic Space: Tracing the FCRA–
Social Media Nexus in India’s NGO Crackdown (2020–2025)”, we are confronted with the sobering reality of 
how regulatory regimes and digital surveillance intersect to constrain civil society. This rigorous examination 
of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act’s implications amplified through social media dynamics—raises 
critical questions about the balance between national sovereignty and civic freedom. Khaiba’s analysis 
demonstrates that technological mediation of civic activities can be leveraged to both enable and suppress 
political participation, depending on the broader politico-legal context.

The next pair of articles shift our focus squarely onto the Indian political landscape, where artificial 
intelligence is rapidly becoming an influence multiplier. In “AI and Electoral Politics in India”, Vishal Dahiya 
interrogates how predictive analytics, targeted campaigning, and digital profiling are affecting electoral behaviour 
and democratic outcomes. Dahiya’s insights are timely: as political actors harness machine learning for micro-
targeting and message optimization, citizens are left to navigate an information environment structured by 
opaque computational logic.

Complementing this, Mohit Sharma’s “AI and Digital Governance in India: Prospects and Problems” 
provides a critical examination of the promise and pitfalls of algorithm-driven governance initiatives. While 
AI offers the potential for administrative efficiency and enhanced public services, Sharma’s article highlights 
how algorithmic biases, accountability deficits, and infrastructural inequities can exacerbate existing societal 
cleavages. This piece invites us to consider governance not merely as technological implementation, but as a 
socio-political process that must be evaluated through democratic values.

Concluding this issue, Sonu Kumar’s book review, “Reviewing The Online Effect and the Promise 
of Platform-Based Electoral Prediction,” critically engages with Sanjeev Singh’s exploration of how digital 
platforms shape contemporary electoral dynamics. The review synthesizes the book’s key arguments on platform 
effects, data-driven predictive models, and the evolving role of algorithmic mediation in elections, while also 
interrogating the limits of technological determinism. By situating The Online Effect within broader debates on 
political communication and computational politics, Kumar challenges overly deterministic readings of digital 
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media’s electoral influence and underscores the need for robust empirical and contextual analysis in assessing 
platform-based political prediction.

Together, these articles weave a multifaceted tapestry of contemporary political media scholarship. What 
emerges from this issue is a clear thematic throughline: the entanglement of technology, media, and politics is 
not merely empirical, it is epistemic and ethical. Each contribution compels us to rethink established frameworks 
and to recognize that digital technologies are not neutral infrastructures but politically freighted architectures that 
shape civic life, state power, and democratic possibilities.

I am grateful to the authors for their diligent research and to our readers for their continued engagement with 
pressing questions at the intersection of politics and media. We hope this issue not only informs your scholarship 
but also inspires ongoing critical inquiry into the shaping forces of our media-mediated political world. 

Dr. Debashis Chakrabarti
Commonwealth Fellow, UK

Editor-in-Chief
International Journal of Politics and Media
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Disclaimer:

The opinions expressed in the articles are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the views of 

the publisher. The author has the full moral and legal responsibility for the text, graphs and chartsin the articles.
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